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Kaleb Michaud, PhD
Professor
Division of Rheumatology and Immunology
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Director
FORWARD, The National Databank for Rheumatic Diseases

PI, Rheumatology & Arthritis Investigators Network Database

UNMC Rheumatology Fellowship Research Director

American College of Rheumatology (ACR) 19-year volunteer & leadership

Led 2019 ACR RA DAM/FSAM recommendations

2016 ARP Distinguished Scholar, 2022 &2023 ARP President’s Award

Who am I? 



Independent, non-profit research organization founded in 1998

One of the largest and longest running patient-reported research 
databanks for rheumatic conditions

We work with patients, physicians, researchers, and industry to 
collect, analyze, and share real-world data designed to advance 
knowledge about the causes, treatment, costs, and outcomes of 
rheumatic conditions

What is FORWARD?











RF, CRP, ACPA

Genotyping (Illumina 
Infinium Global Screening 
Array)

High resolution HLA-DRB1 
typing (shared epitope)

Diagnoses Sample Types Serological markers & 
genetic data

Serum

EDTA plasma

Whole blood RNA

Isolated DNA

Cryopreserved 
WBC



Biobank Director
FORWARD, The National Databank for Rheumatic Diseases

PhD in Genetics, University of Nebraska 
Medical Center, 2017

Design and direct research studies related to 
FORWARD biosamples

Primary research interest is in biomarkers 
associated with development, progression, 
and drug response in rheumatic diseases

Kristin Wipfler, PhD





Collaborations



The Forward Psoriasis 
Registry

PIs: Kaleb Michaud, Alexis Ogdie, Joel Gelfand…



Goals of the Psoriasis Registry

Understand the spectrum 
of psoriasis and natural 
history of the disease 
over time

1
Gain insight into patient’s 
disease burden and 
impact, their treatment 
trajectories, and the 
impact of treatment on 
quality of life

2
Develop tools to improve 
long term prediction of 
comorbid/concomitant 
conditions like psoriatic 
arthritis and 
cardiovascular disease

3
Engage patients in their 
own psoriasis journey

4



Timeline

Jan 2023

Central IRB 
Submission

Aug 2023

Regulatory 
submissions at 
additional 
dermatology 
sites and 
some primary 
care clinics

June-Dec 
2023

Recruit 
patient 
advisory 
board
Begin 
recruitment at 
UNMC 
Dermatology

Sep 2023

Recruitment 
at new 
practices

Dec 2023

First look at 
baseline 
characteristics

Jan 2024

Begin 
recruitment at 
Penn 
Dermatology

Jan–June 
2024

Begin 
recruitment 
through 
patient 
focused 
organizations

June 2024

AAD Abstract 
submission

July 2024

Add additional 
dermatology 
and primary 
care clinics

Jan 2028

Fully powered 
for CV and PsA 
analyses



Patient 
Enrollment 

Goals
(and hypothesized  

distribution of low BSA 
pts)

Sep 2023

Begin 
recruitment

Dec 2023

500
(30% BSA≲3)

June 2024

1250
(30% BSA≲3)

June 2025

2750
(50% BSA≲3)

June 2026

4000
(50% BSA≲3)

June 2027

>5000
(50% BSA≲3)



Solutions Central IRB
Flexible
Responsive
Collaborative

Recruitment and Contracting

Rebecca Schumacher
Executive Director

FORWARD, The National Databank 
for Rheumatic Diseases
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