The Content of the NDB
Category                                                                                      Items
Demographics and habits                               Age sex, education, marital status, household income, specific employment, smoking, alcohol use and BMI
Comorbidity                                                       Current and past comorbid conditions
Health status
General                                                               SF-36
Health utilities                                                    EQ-5D EQ-VAS
Function                                                              HAQ, HAQ-II, VAS function and SF-36 function
Quantitative symptom assessment            Pain, global, fatigue, sleep, cognitive function, health satisfaction, WPI, RADAI, RA activity, stiffness and MRC dyspnoea index
Somatic symptoms                                        Forty-seven specific symptoms
Special symptoms                                           Vasculitis
Work and disability                                               Employment and disability status, hours and days lost from work
Hospitalization                                                  Dates and records of all hospitalizations
Specific serious medical conditions                Infections, malignancies, heart rhythm disturbances, renal failure, gastroin- testinal ulcers, multiple sclerosis, fractures, etc.
Joint replacement surgery                                  Type, location and date
Immunizations                                                   Influenza, pneumonia and herpes zoster
Anti-rheumatic therapy                              
Dose, duration (start/stop dates) for all therapies Non-rheumatic therapy                          
Dose, duration (start/stop dates) for all therapies Adverse effects of therapy                               Description, severity and consequences
Utilization of services                                       Hospitalization, outpatient care and treatments, out of pocket expenses, insurance
Mortality                                                                 From alternative patient contact and NDI follow-up
Special items                                                         Single or short-term questions
